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Science Overview 

  EYFS    Year 1   Year 2   Year 3   Year 4   Year 5   Year 6   

Unit 1   

Weather     
Materials    

   

Forces, Earth and 
Space   

Seasonal Change    

Materials   
Uses of everyday 

materials    

Materials   
Rocks and soil   

Materials   
States of matter   

Materials   
Mixtures and 
separation   

Living things and 
their habitats   

Classifying   

What is the weather 
like?   
  

What changes do we 
see with the different 
UK seasons?  
  
  

What are materials 
used for and what 
makes them suitable 
for this purpose?     

Can I group and 
compare different 
kinds of rocks based 
on their physical 
properties?  

What are the 3 
states of matter and 
the processes 
involved in the water 
cycle?   
 

How can materials 
be mixed and 
separated?   

Can I classify plants 
and animals and 
give reasons to 
justify my choices?   

Unit 2   

Weather     
Materials   

Materials   
Everyday materials   

Animals including 
humans   

Life cycles and 
health   

Animals including 
humans   

Movement and 
nutrition   

Animals including 
humans    

Digestion and food   

Materials   
Properties and 

change   

Living things and 
their habitats   
Evolution and 
inheritance    

Which materials can 
I name and what are 
they like?   
 

What are the 
properties of some 
everyday materials 
and how are they the 
same and different?   
 

What do humans 
need to stay 
healthy?   

What is the purpose of 
the skeleton and 
muscles in humans and 
animals?   
 

Can I describe the 
digestive process 
(including outlining the 
main body parts 
associated with this 
and the functions of 
different types of 
teeth)?  
 

What are reversible 
and irreversible 
changes?   
 

Using an example of a 
particular animal 
(peppered moth) Can I 
explain how animals 
and plants adapt to suit 
their environment in 
order to survive? 
 

Unit 3   

 Weather     
Animals Including 

Humans   

Animals including 
humans   

Sensitive bodies   

Living things and 
their habitats    

Habitats   

Forces, Earth and 
Space   

Forces and 
magnets   

Energy   
Electricity and 

circuits   
    

Forces, Earth and 
Space    

Imbalanced forces   

Energy    
Light and reflection   
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Can I name the parts 
of the human body 
and face?   
 

Can I link the 
appropriate part of 
the body with the 
sense it is 
associated with? 
 

How do different 
habitats provide for 
the animal or plant 
that lives there? 

Do magnetic forces 
act with or without 
direct contact? 

Can I construct a 
simple series circuit, 
correctly labelling the 
key components and 
describe what would 
happen if there was a 
break in the circuit? 
 

Can I explain, using 
comparative 
conclusions how 
forces make things 
begin to move, get 
faster or slowdown 
(referring to 
knowledge about air 
resistance, water 
resistance, gravity or 
friction)?  

Can I explain the  
relationship between 
light sources, objects 
and shadows, drawing 
comparative 
conclusions?  
 

Unit 4   

 Weather     
Animals Including 

Humans   
   

Animals including 
humans   
Comparing 
animals     

Living things and 
their habitats    
Micro habitats   

Energy    
Light and shadows   

Energy   
Sound and 
vibrations    

Forces, Earth and 
Space    

Earth and Space   

Energy    
Circuits, batteries 

and switches   

What are some of 
the most common 
animals and where 
do they live?   
 

Can I compare and 
group familiar 
animals according to 
what they eat and 
what they look 
like?     

Living things and 
their habitats – Micro  
Habitats   
Need question 
 

Energy – Light and 
shadow  
Need question 
 
 

Can I explain how 
sounds are made 
and change, 
describing the 
factors which cause 
these changes  

Can I explain how we 
get day and night, 
including describing the 
movements of the 
earth and moon in 
relation to the sun? 
 

Need question 

Unit 5   

Weather     
Plants   

   

Plants   
Introduction to 

plants   

Plants   
Plant growth   

Plants   
Plant reproduction   

Living things and 
their habitats   

Classification and 
changing habitats   

Living things and 
their habitats   
Life cycles and 
reproduction    

Animals including 
humans   

Circulation and 
health    

What are the simple 
parts of a plant and 
how can we look after 
a plant?   

Can I label the parts 
of a common 
flowering plant?   

What do plants need 
in order to grow 
healthy?  

What are the  
different factors that 
affect plant growth? 
What part do flowers 
play in the life cycle 
of flowering plants? 

Can I group a wide 
selection of living things 
using classification?  
 

Can I explain and 
compare the stages of 
development of a 
human and another 
species (reptile, bird, 
fish, amphibian)?  
Can I explain the 
reproductive process of 
plants?   

Can I describe the 
function of heart, 
blood vessels and 
blood in the human 
circulatory system? 
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Unit 6    

Weather  Weather  Making Connections  Making Connections  Making Connections  Animals including 
humans    

  

Making Connections  

What is the weather 
like?   
 

What changes do we 
see with the different 
UK seasons?  
 

Plant-based 
materials 

Does hand grip 
affect grip strength? 

How does the flow of 
liquids compare? 

Human timeline Are some 
sunglasses safer 
than others? 

 


