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EYFS Curriculum Overview   

FS1  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term Themes  

 

These themes may be 
adapted at 

various points to 
allow for children’s 

interests 

 All About me! 

Starting nursery/my new 
class / New Beginnings  

People who help us / Careers 

My family / PSED focus  

What am I good at?  

How do I make others feel?  

Being kind / staying safe 

Seasons: Autumn 

(Halloween end of term) 

Bear Necessities 

We’re going on a bear hunt.  

Weather 

Natural materials 

Goldilocks and the three bears 

Porridge making 

Bears around the world 

Celebrations  

Bonfire night  

(fire safety/history of bonfire 
night) 

Christmas story 

The Nativity 

Seasons: Winter 

 

Going places 

 Transport we have 
been on. 

Journeys we have 
taken. 

Different types of 
transport around the 

world and historically. 

Chinese New Year 

 

  

Amazing 
Animals 

Zoo/farm/domestic animals 

How to care for animals 

People who care for animals 
(vets/zoo keepers/farmers)  

Working on a farm 

Animal babies 

Animals around the world 

Easter 

Seasons: Spring 

Let’s grow 

Life cycles 

The great outdoors  

How to care for Plants & 
Flowers  

Weather / seasons  

Planting beans/seeds 

Reduce, Reuse & Recycle  

 

Our wonderful world 

Where in the world shall we go/have 
we been to? 

Send me a postcard!  

Our holiday experiences. 

Our oceans   

Seasides in the past  

Compare: Now and then!  

Reduce, Reuse & Recycle  

Seasons: Summer 

 

As we grow 

Starting school 

What we can do now 

How we are feeling about starting 
school. 
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High quality  

Texts 

 

 Lulu’s first day 

Owl babies 

Happy birthday Maisy  

All kinds of families 

Super duper you 

Peepo 

How do you make a rainbow 

Everybody has feelings 

The colour monster 

 

We’re going on a bear hunt 

Goldilocks and the three bears 

Brown bear, brown bear what 
do you see? 

Firefighters (non fiction)  

Kindness makes us stronger 

The Christmas Story 

 

Train ride 

Car, Car, Truck, Jeep 

Big book of transport 

Vehicles (non-fiction) 

Wheels on the bus 

Row, row, row your boat 

Chinese New Year 

The great race 

 

  Dear Zoo 

Noisy farm 

Farmer Duck 

Rumble in the jungle 

Walking through the jungle 

Giraffes can’t dance 

Polar bear, polar bear what 
do you hear? 

Brown bear, brown bear 
what do you see? 

 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Jasper’s beanstalk 

Errol’s garden 

Jack and the beanstalk 

One little buttefly 

Plants (non-fiction) 

 

 

 

Tillys at home holiday 

Harry saves the Ocean 

Maisy goes on holiday 

Meerkat mail 

One day on our blue planet 

Commotion in the Ocean 

Strating school 

Rubys worry 

The colour monster goes to school 
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‘Wow’ moments 
/ Enrichment  

 Send in family photos to 
discuss 

Autumn walk   

Halloween craft morning 

Stay and read session 

 

Firefighter visit  

Remembrance Day  

Making porridge 

Christmas craft morning 

Christmas Nativity/Santa/party 

 

Visit to transport 
museum? 

Land train? 

Valentines day 

Chinese New Year 

Stay and read 

 

 

 

Living eggs? 

Petting farm in school? 

Mother’s Day  

Food tasting – foods that 
come from a farm 

World Book Day 6th March 

Easter bonnet parade 

Easter craft morning 

Live caterpillars  

Plant own beanstalk 

Create box garden  

Bug visit in school or bugtopia?  

Stay and play  

Butterfly release 

Tasting different healthy foods 

 

Under the Sea – singing sea 
shanties 

Father’s Day  

Sports day 

Transition into full time school 

New children visits 

End of year family picnic 

 

  

EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term 
Themes  

All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing 
Animals  

Let’s grow Our wonderful 
world 
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Over  

Arching 

Principles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning  

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop 
a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning. 

Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to 
develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence. 

Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, 
drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.  

 
Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  We aim to encourage each child to be their own 
unique self throughout the year. 

Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across 
the EYFS curriculum. We aim to include parents in their children’s learning as much as possible. Open and honest communication will be at the forefront throughout the year. 

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to 
their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. We aim to maximize opportunities for interest led learning and curiosity whilst 
scaffolding learning opportunities throughout the year.  

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater support than others. We aim to 
adapt learning and support to meet the children’s individual needs. 

Play: Play is essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to explore, to relate to others around them 
and develop relationships, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is guided by adults. 

We understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active.  We understand that active learning involves other children, adults, 
objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We believe that Early Years education should be as practical 
as possible and therefore, we are proud that our EYFS setting has an underlying ethos of ‘Learning through play.   

We are committed to supporting and nurturing every aspect of a child’s development. We foster independence, curiosity, and kindness as well as valuing each child’s individual 
uniqueness. 

 



 

     BUDE PARK PRIMARY – EYFS OVERVIEW 
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Term 
Themes  

All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing Animals  Let’s grow Our wonderful world 

Communication 

 and language 

Listening and 
attention.   

Speaking  

 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for 
language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By 
commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively.  

Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a 
range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from an adult, and 
sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

We develop Communication and Language throughout the year through high quality interactions, stories, singing, daily group discussions, sharing circles, small social groups and speech and 

language interventions.  

We use high quality texts from the Bude Big 30 list for our daily story time. We also send home weekly snuggle books for children to share stories at home with their parents/carers. We also 
have Power of Words to introduce children to new, interesting and topic-based Vocabulary. We teach phonics through the Little Wandle programme which focuses on phonemic awareness 
and oral blending.  

Our children with SEN have weekly 1:1 speech and language interventions and small social group sessions to develop their individual communication and language needs. We have provision 
and resources in place to support individual children who have communication plans, such as visuals, object ques, objects of reference etc.  

We speak to parents about what language is spoken at home and try to learn a few key words to share with the class and celebrate multilingualism in our setting.  

Our vision for Communication and Language Development is that our children leave F1 with the oracy skills needed to succeed in life, with an appropriate vocabulary range, being able to 
articulate their needs, thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly, being able to be able to tell stories, hold simple conversations and understanding what it means to be a good communicator and the 
importance of this in their future. 
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FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term Themes  All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing 
Animals  

Let’s grow Our wonderful world 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 

Self-regulation 

Managing self 

Building relationships 

 

 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. 
Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive  relationships with adults enable children to 
learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple 
goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will 
learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how 
to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later 
life. 

Personal, social and emotional development is of upmost importance and is nurtured throughout the year through positive interactions, storytelling, play, sharing circles and 
Jigsaw lessons. We thrive to build each child’s sense of self and confidence to be ready to learn. We encourage children to express and navigate themselves within a safe and 
nurturing environment.  

Our vision for Personal, Social and Emotional Development is that our children leave F1 with a sense of identity and independence, with confidence to try new things and have 
a can-do attitude, be able to self-regulate and know how to express their feelings to others and be able to build and maintain healthy relationships.  
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Term focus 

 

 

Jigsaw - Being Me in My 
World 

All about me 

What makes me special  

Me and my special 
people 

Different families and 
homes 

Who can help me? (self-
regulation) 

Handwashing  

Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations 
in the class/boundaries 

set 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jigsaw – Celebrating difference. 

Different cultures 

How different cultures celebrate 

Talking about how I feel 

Know that some actions 
and words can 

hurt others feelings. 

 Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 

the class/boundaries set 

Independence: selecting 
and putting back own 

belongings  

 

Jigsaw – Dreams and 
goals 

Keeping myself safe 

Safe indoors and 
outdoors 

Listening to my feelings 

Keeping safe online  

People who help to keep 
me safe  

Challenging myself 

I can achieve a goal 

Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations 
in the class/boundaries 

set 

 

 

 

Jigsaw- Relationships  

Looking after my special 
people: I know that caring 

relationships are at the heart of 
happy families  

Looking after my friends: I 
know what makes a good 

friend  

Being helpful at home and 
caring for our classroom 

Caring for animals 

Build constructive and 
respectful relationships. 

 Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 

the class/boundaries set 

 

 

Jigsaw -Healthy me 

Bouncing back when things 
go wrong: resilience 

Yes I can: confidence and 
resilience 

Healthy eating  

Move your body 

Importance of exercise  

Life cycles of plants and animals 

Being kind to living creatures 

Taking care of nature 
(butterflies/plants) 

 Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 

the class/boundaries set 

 

 

 

Jigsaw – Changing me 

Life stages, human life stage, who will I 
be? 

Getting bigger 

Me and my body, girls and boys 

Identify and moderate own feelings 
socially and emotionally.  

Think about the perspectives of others. 

Transition into F2  

School readiness  

 Class rules: Behavioural expectations in 
the class/boundaries set 
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term Themes  All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going 
places 

Amazing 
Animals  

Let’s grow Our wonderful world 

Physical  

Development  

Fine Motor skills 

Gross Motor skills 

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout 
early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with 
both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their  core strength, stability, balance, 
spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision 
helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the 
practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

Physical Development is fostered throughout the year through indoor and outdoor continuous provision and movement activities.  We develop fine motor skills by having a range of specific 
activities set for the children during continuous provision daily. These activities help strengthen the children’s core muscles that they need to use a range of tools competently, safely, and 
confidently and to become a proficient writer. Different tools and malleable materials are provided for the children in continuous provision for  them to continue to develop their fine motor 
skills.  

We also have daily gross movement activities including flipper flappers and the use of the sensory circuit. These activities help develop large muscles groups, agility, control, balance and co-
ordination. Children are encouraged to learn skills in the outdoor areas such a climbing, balancing, running and dodging obstacles, throwing, kicking, catching and riding a bike with control. 
We teach children how to work as a team and the importance of good sportsmanship.  

Children are also taught how to live a healthy lifestyle including healthy eating, importance of exercise and how to wash their hands and keep themselves clean. Independence when putting 
on coats, shoes and other outdoor clothing is also encouraged.  

Our vision for physical development is that our children leave F1 with a good development of gross motor movements, a sense of teamwork and sportsmanship and are starting to refine their 
fine motor skills to help them hold a pencil correctly for writing and use tools, such as scissors, to help them progress in F2.  
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term 
Themes  

All About me! Bear 
necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing Animals  Let’s grow Our wonderful 
world 

Literacy 

 

Comprehension 

Word Reading 

Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and 
writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs 
together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing 
involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Literacy is fostered throughout the year though reading high quality texts during taught literacy lessons, daily story time, singing rhymes, discussions, mark making, phonological awareness and 
exploration of different genres of texts i.e. poems, non-fiction text and magazines.  

Our literacy taught sessions are focused on a number of class texts per term which relate to our term themes. We look closely  at what books and different types of text are used for, how to hold books 
properly, engage in extended conversations about stories, learn how to sequence and retell stories and look for rhyme and alliteration in our texts.  

Our ‘Power of Words’ words are specifically chosen from the class texts to extend children’s vocabulary and word meaning. Due l coding is used to help embed the learning of new words.  

Our children use mark making and discussions to express their knowledge and understanding of the stories we read. Some children may start to write the initial sounds of some words or copy write 
some words related to the story. We also encourage children to practice their name writing weekly when they are developmentally ready. 

 

 
Class texts-  
-Lulus first day 
-Owl babies 
-Happy birthday Maisy  

Class texts- 
-We’re going on a bear 
hunt.  

Class texts- 
-Train ride 
-Car, Car, Truck, Jeep 

Class texts- 
-Dear Zoo 
-Noisy farm 
-Rumble in the jungle (poetry) 

 Class texts- 
- The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
-Jasper’s beanstalk 

Class texts- 
-Harry saves the Ocean 
-Maisy goes on holiday 
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Term focus 
 

 
-Enjoy sharing books with an 
adult.  
-Pay attention and respond to 
the pictures or the words. 
-Repeat words and phrases 
from familiar stories.  
-Ask questions about the 
book. Makes comments and 
shares their own ideas. 
-Develop play around favourite 
stories using props. 
-Add some marks to their 
drawings, which they give 
meaning to. For example: 
“That says mummy.”  
-Make marks on their picture to 
stand for their name. 
  

-Goldilocks and the three 
bears 
-The Christmas story 
 
 

  

 

 

 

-Big book of transport 
(non fiction) 
 
 
 

 

  -Errol’s garden 
-Lifecycles (non-fiction) 
-Plants (non-fiction) 
  

-Look what I found at the seaside 
(non-fiction) 
-Starting school 
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term 
Themes  

All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing   
Animals  

Let’s grow Our wonderful 
world 

Maths 

Number 

Numerical 
patterns 

 

 

Term focus 
 

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep 
understanding of the numbers to 5, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as 
using manipulatives, including small pebbles and five frames for organizing counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary in math. In addition, it is important that the 
curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their reasoning skills across all areas of math. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look 
for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Maths is developed through taught sessions and through play in continuous provision both indoor and outdoor. Maths can be seen throughout the environment including maths songs in singing time, our 
open maths area, role play area, literacy area and outdoor area.  

We use White Rose Maths as a basis of the sequence of teaching but also follow children’s interests and abilities.  

 

 
Get to know numbers 1-3 

Develop fast recognition of 
up to 3 objects, without 
having to count them 
individually (‘subitising’). 

Get to know numbers 4 and 5 

Say one number for each item 
in order: 1,2,3,4,5 

Know that the last number 
reached when counting a small 

Recite numbers past 5. 

Compare quantities using 
language: ‘more than’, 
‘fewer than’.  

Understand position through 
words alone – for example, 
“The bag is under the table,” 
– with no pointing.  

Describe a familiar route.  

Talk about and identifies the 
patterns around them. For 
example: stripes on clothes, 
designs on rugs and 
wallpaper. Use informal 

 Select shapes appropriately: 
flat surfaces for building, a 
triangular prism for a roof etc.  
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Number songs 

 

 

set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’).  

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  

Talk about and explore 2D 
shapes (for example, circles, 
rectangles, triangles and 
cuboids) using informal and 
mathematical language: ‘sides’, 
‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

 

Link numerals and amounts: 
for example, showing the 
right number of objects to 
match the numeral, up to 5. 

Solve real world 
mathematical problems with 
numbers up to 5. 

Discuss routes and 
locations, using words like 
‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Make comparisons between 
objects relating to size and 
length. 

 

language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, 
‘blobs’ etc.  

Extend and create ABAB 
patterns – stick, leaf, stick, 
leaf.  

Notice and correct an error in 
a repeating pattern 

Make comparisons between 
objects relating to weight and 
capacity. 

Combine shapes to make new 
ones – an arch, a bigger 
triangle etc 

Talk about and explore 3D 
shapes (for example, circles, 
rectangles, triangles and 
cuboids) using informal and 
mathematical language: 
‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, 
‘flat’, ‘round’ 

Recap numbers 1-5 

Recite numbers past 5 
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term Themes  All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing   
Animals  

Let’s grow Our wonderful 
world 

Understanding the 
world 

Past and present 

People, culture and 
communities 

The natural world 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and 
sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefi ghters. In addition, listening to a broad 
selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.  

We develop Understanding the world through high quality discussions and interactions throughout the year. History, Science, Geography and Religion and world views are all embedded within 

understanding the world.  

We base our Understanding the world learning around our class text and cultural and historical events throughout the year i.e. Remembrance Day, Christmas, Chinese New Year and Easter etc. We also 
take our children’s cultural backgrounds into consideration when planning Understanding the world learning and activities.  

We base our learning of the natural world around the changing seasons and weather. We use our outdoor area to embed the learning through hands on learning and activities in continuous provision.  
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Term focus 

 

 

 
 

Through our class text Owl 
Babies we can begin to 
understand our own family 
dynamic and the differences 
in other people’s families. 
We will also look at different 
homes and where we live.  

-Make connections between 
the features of their family 
and other families.  

-Notice differences between 
people. 

-Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 
family’s history. 

-Continue developing 
positive attitudes about the 
differences between people 

 

Through our class text We’re 
going on a bear hunt we can 
begin to understand different 
natural materials and weather. 

-Use all their senses in hands-
on exploration of natural 
materials.  

-Explore collections of materials 
with similar and/or different 
properties.  

-Talk about what they see, 
using a wide vocabulary. 

-Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

Through our text Goldilocks 
and the three bears we can 
make porridge and discuss the 
changes they notice whilst 
making the porridge. 

-Talk about the differences 
between materials and changes 
they notice. 

We will look at different bears 
around the world.  

Remembrance day 

Christmas 

Through our class texts Big 
book of transport and Car, 
Car, Truck, Jeep we can 
begin to understand how 
different vehicles work. 

-Explore how things work. 

-Explore and talk about 
different forces they can 
feel.  

Through our text Train Ride 
we begin to look at different 
parts of a journey and 
travelling to different places 
on different transport.  

-Talk about what they see, 
using a wide vocabulary. 

-Know that there are 
different countries in the 
world and talk about the 
differences they have 
experienced or seen in 
photos. 

We will look at how transport 
has changed throughout the 
years. 

We will learn about floating 
and sinking of boats.    

Chinese New Year 

 

Through our class texts 
Dear Zoo and Noisy Farm 
we will look at different types 
of animals and how to look 
after them.  

-Begin to understand the 
need to respect and care for 
the natural environment and 
all living things. 

We will also learn about 
different occupations: vets, 
zookeepers and farmers.  

- Show interest in different 
occupations 

 

We will look at the Easter 
story. 

 

 

Through our class text The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
Jaspers Beanstalk and 
Errol’s garden we will begin 
to understand lifecycles and 
how to care for plants and 
living creatures.  

-Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. 

- Understand the key features 
of the life cycle of a plant and 
an animal.  

-Begin to understand the need 
to respect and care for the 
natural environment and all 
living things. 

We will have live caterpillars 
and watch them grow to 
butterflies.  

We will plant a beanstalk. 

We will plant a box garden. 

  

 

 Through our class text Harry 
saves the ocean we begin to 
understand why it is important 
to recycle and to look after our 
environment. 

-Begin to understand the need 
to respect and care for the 
natural environment and all 
living things 

Through our class text Maisy 
goes on holiday we begin to 
understand that there are 
different countries around the 
world and look closely at the 
places we have been to.  

-Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they 
have experienced or seen in 
photos. 

-Recognise some 
environments that are different 
to the one in which they live. 

- Recognise some similarities 
and differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries. 
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Diwali 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Curriculum Overview  

FS1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term Themes  All About me! Bear necessities/ 

Let’s celebrate  

Going places Amazing   
Animals  

Let’s grow Our wonderful 
world 

Expressive arts and 
design 

 

 

 

 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, 
enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their 
understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in 
interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 
Give children an insight into new musical worlds. Encourage children to listen attentively to music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops.  
 
Expressive arts and design is developed through exploration of a variety of materials, tools and techniques. We experiment with colour, design, texture, form and function. Music, Art 
and Design and Technology are embedded within expressive arts and design.  
The children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through music, art and design.  
 
Our children’s imaginations are fostered in our open small world area where they can use the resources to create and develop complex stories, make imaginative and complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a farm, city or a park.  
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Term focus 
 

Our children are encouraged to be creative and use our junk modelling area freely to create their ideas by joining different materials and media together using the different tools 
available.  
 
We have daily singing time where the children can learn new songs and we also have a stage area and musical instruments openly available in our outdoor area where children can 
express themselves through music and reenact or make up their own songs.  
 
We learn about a different artist every term and try to recreate some of their work. We also have a design and technology project which is focused around some of the learning we will 
be doing throughout that term.   

Artist – Wassily Kandinsky – Focus on looking at 
different shapes in artwork – create a piece of 
artwork using different shape- linked to maths.  

D&T- Food technology - Make and taste porridge – 
Linked to literacy class text Goldilocks and three 
bears.  

Music – Singing nursery rhymes and using different 
musical instruments.  

 

Artist – Alfred Wallis – Focus on painting boats 
– create a painting or drawing of a boat - Linked 
to transport topic.  

D&T- structure - Make a boat and see if it floats 
or sinks – Linked to Understanding the world 
(science) and transport topic. 

Music – Singing nursery rhymes and look at 
different genres of music.  

Artist – Andy Goldsworthy – focus on sculpture 
using natural materials – create a piece of art using 
natural materials - linked to nature theme. 

D&T – textiles – create a flower using different 
materials – Linked to nature theme.  

Music – Singing nursery rhymes and songs we 
know and discover different types musical 
instrument and how to play them.  

 
F1 Curriculum intent  

F1 curriculum is designed to:  

• embed the foundations of learning.  

• create a love for learning before their learning journey has even started.  

• create a nurturing environment where all children can grow and develop at their own speed. 

• foster independence, resilience, and self-regulation. 

• set high expectation for all children whilst respecting each child’s individual needs. 

• ensure children with SEND do not have any restrictions. 

• inspire children to want to learn about the world they live in through well planned termly themes and topics. 

• ensure the books/texts chosen to encourage thought and help develop enquiring minds. 

• ensure children are exposed to a range of hands-on experiences throughout the year 

• Ensure each child show progress throughout the year by adapting teaching and learning to the needs of the children. 
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• Encourage children to use a wide range of vocabulary. 

• Introduce children to different cultures and ways of life. 

• Foster a love of books and reading. 

• Inspire imagination and creativity. 

• Encourage children to express themselves through play and creativity. 

• Teach children how express their feelings and know it is ok to feel difficult feelings. 

• Teach children it is ok to make mistakes. 

• Encourage positive relationship with peers and adults in their lives.  

• Learn how to share and take turns with others. 

• Learn how to look after our world, nature and animals. 

• Learn to take care of ourselves and have good hygiene practices. 

• Learn to listen to others. 

• Learn to focus our attention on others when they are speaking.  

• Learn how to work as a team. 

• Learn to communicate effectively (either using words, visuals or object cues) 

EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS2    Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Term Themes   

  

These themes may be 
adapted at 

various points to allow 
for children’s interests  

  All About me/ 

Once upon a 
time  

Starting F2 /my new 
class/class expectations 

Who am I?  What am I good 
at? What do I want to get 

better at?  

Winter 
wonderland/ 

Let’s celebrate. 

The Gruffalos child 

Freezing and melting 

 

 

We are all 
Heroes 

 Supertato 

Superworm 

Elliot the midnight 
superhero 

Down on the 
farm 

The little Red Hen 

Enormous Turnip 

Where does our food 
come from? 

Grow some different 
fruits and veg 

Out of this 
world  

 Whatever next 

Solar system 

Build a rocket 

History of space travel 

Under and over 
the sea  

Different countries around the 
world 

Where have we been to in the 
world? 

Contrast between where we live 
and other countries.  
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My family 

Traditional fairy tales – 3 
little pigs/Billy goats 

gruff/Gingerbread man 

Different characters in 
stories 

Materials – build bridge for 
Billy goats 

Make gingerbread  

Seasons: Autumn  

(Halloween end of term)  

Celebrations   

Bonfire night   
(fire safety/history – Guy 

Fawkes)  

 

Christmas story  

The Nativity  

Seasons: Winter  

  

Real life superheroes  

Design a superhero 

Build a trap for a villain 

History – Research 
Stan Lee (creator of 

marvel)  

 

 

  

   

Bake bread 

Lifecycle of animals 
(chicks) 

Easter  

Seasons: Spring  

Research famous astronauts 

Contrast between earth and 
mars 

Light and Dark  

Early forces – push and pull 

 

 

 

 

Floating and sinking 

Pirates/ create treasure maps 

Research different sea 
creatures. 

Seasons: Summer   

As we grow  

How we are changing 

Starting school  

What we can do now  

How we are feeling about 
starting year 1.  

 Meet our new teacher 

High quality Texts
  

  

  All kinds of families  

Super duper you  

Peepo  

How do you make a 
rainbow  

Everybody has feelings  

The colour monster 

 

The Christmas Story  

  

Whatever next 

Aliens love 
underpants 

Beegu 

10 little aliens 

Roaring rockets 

Goodnight 
spaceman 

  The little red hen 

Farmer duck 

The enormous turnip 

Look what I found on 
the farm 

Olivers vegetables 

Farmyard hullaballoo 

Supertato 

Superworm 

Elliot the midnight 
superhero 

Superkid 

10 little superheroes 

A superpower like mine 

Pirates love Underpants 

Barry the fish with fingers 

Lucy and Tom go to the 
seaside 

Commotion in the Ocean  

Strating school  

Rubys worry  
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The three little pigs 

Three billy goats gruff 

Gingerbread man  

  

You choose – space 

The way back home 

Planet awesome 

Look up 

Chinese New Year  

The great race  

  

Milly cow gives milk 

Handa’s surprise 
(contrasting countries 

for growing) 

 

  

  

Real superheroes 

Dr Ranj – Superhero like 
you 

Super daisy 

There’s a superhero in 
your book 

  

  

  

The colour monster goes to 
school  

  

‘Wow’ moments 
/ Enrichment   

  Send in baby photos to 
discuss  

Make gingerbread men 

Build a bridge 

Autumn walk    

Halloween craft 
morning  

Stay and read session  

  

Firefighter visit   

Remembrance Day   

Pantomime visit 

Christmas craft morning  

Christmas 
Nativity/Santa/party  

  

Letter or videocall 
from astronaut 
(NASAs pen pal 

program) 

Taste food 
astronauts might 

eat 

Make your own 
rocket 

Valentines day  

Chinese New Year  

Stay and read  

Living eggs 

Petting farm in school 
or visit to the farm 

Grow our own 
fruit/veg 

Food tasting – foods 
that come from a 

farm  

Mother’s Day   

World Book Day 6th 
March  

Easter bonnet parade  

Visit from a real life hero 
- police/fire officer/ 

doc/nurse? 

Build a trap for a villain 

Superhero day/party 
(visit from superhero?)  

  

Under the Sea – singing sea 
shanties  

Father’s Day   

Sports day  

Transition into full 
time school  

New children visits  

End of year family picnic  
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Easter craft morning  

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Curriculum Overview 
 FS2 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
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Term Themes   All About me/ 

Once upon a 
time 

Winter 
wonderland/ 

Let’s celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the 
farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  

 

Over   
Arching  

Principles   

  

  

  

  

  

  

Characteristics of Effective Learning   

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own 
play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning.  

Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For 
children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence.  

Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, 
drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.   

  
Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  We aim to encourage each child to be their 
own unique self throughout the year.  

Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes 
independence across the EYFS curriculum. We aim to include parents in their children’s learning as much as possible. Open and honest communication will be at 
the forefront throughout the year.  

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to 
their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. We aim to maximize opportunities for interest led learning and curiosity 
whilst scaffolding learning opportunities throughout the year.   

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater support than others. We aim 
to adapt learning and support to meet the children’s individual needs.  
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Play: Play is essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to explore, to relate to others around 
them and develop relationships, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is 
guided by adults.  

We understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active.  We understand that active learning involves other children, adults, 
objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We believe that Early Years education should be as 
practical as possible and therefore, we are proud that our EYFS setting has an underlying ethos of ‘Learning through play.    

We are committed to supporting and nurturing every aspect of a child’s development. We foster independence, curiosity, and kindness as well as valuing each child’s 
individual uniqueness.  
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 

FS2  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

 Term 
Themes 

All About 
me/Once upon a 

time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’

s celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the 
farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  

 

Communication  

 and language  

Listening and attention.    

Speaking   

 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form 
the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in 
a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, 
practitioners will build children's language effectively.   

Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use 
and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their 
ideas with support and modelling from an adult, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of 
vocabulary and language structures.  

We develop Communication and Language throughout the year through high quality interactions, stories, singing, daily group discussions, sharing circles, small social 
groups and speech and language interventions.   

We use high quality texts from the Bude Big 30 list for our daily story time. We also send home weekly snuggle books for children to share stories at home with their 
parents/carers. We also have Power of Words to introduce children to new, interesting and topic-based Vocabulary. We teach phonics through the Little Wandle 
programme which focuses on phonemic awareness and oral blending and segmenting.   

Our children with SEN have weekly 1:1 speech and language interventions and small social group sessions to develop their individual communication and language 
needs. We have provision and resources in place to support individual children who have communication plans, such as visuals, object ques, objects of reference etc.   

We speak to parents about what language is spoken at home and try to learn a few key words to share with the class and celebrate multilingualism in our setting.   
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Phonics 

Start phonics second 
week into term. 

Week 1 s a   

Week 2 t p   

Week 3 g o c k  (is)  

Week 4 ck e u r (I)  

Week 5 h b f l (the) 

Week 6 Assessment 

Week 1 ff ll ss j (as)  

Week 2 v w x y (and has 
his her)  

Week 3 z zz qu words 
with s /s/ added at the 
end (hats sits) ch (go no 
to into) 

Week 4 sh th ng nk (she 
he of) 

Week 5 • words with s /s/ 
added at the end (hats 
sits) • words ending s /z/ 
(his) and with s /z/ added 
at the end (bags) (we me 
be) 

Week 6 Recap 

Week 7 Assessment 

Week 1 ai ee igh oa 

Week 2 oo oo ar or (was 
you they) 

Week 3 ur ow oi ear (my 
by all)  

Week 4 air er words with 
double letters: dd mm tt 
bb rr gg pp ff (are sure 
pure) 

Week 5 longer words 

 

 

Review all taught tricky 
word so far and secure 
spelling throughout term 

Week 1 review Phase 3: 
ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur 
oo ow oi ear  

Week 2 review Phase 3: 
er air words with double 
letters longer words  

Week 3 words with two 
or more digraphs  

Week 4 longer words 
words ending in –ing 
compound words  

Week 5 longer words 
words with s in the 
middle /z/ s words 
ending –s words with –es 
at end /z/ 

 

Week 1 short vowels 
CVCC (said so have like) 

Week 2 short vowels 
CVCC CCVC (some 
come love do) 

Week 3 short vowels 
CCVCC CCCVC 
CCCVCC longer words 
(were here little says) 

Week 4 longer words 
compound words (there 
when what one) 

Week 5 root words 
ending in: –ing, –ed /t/, –
ed /id/ /ed/ –est (out 
today) 

Week 6 Recap 

Week 7 Assessment 

Review all taught tricky 
word so far and secure 
spelling throughout term 

Week 1 long vowel 
sounds CVCC CCVC  

Week 2 long vowel 
sounds CCVC CCCVC 
CCV CCVCC  

Week 3 Phase 4 words 
ending –s /s/ Phase 4 
words ending –s /z/ 
Phase 4 words ending –
es longer words  

Week 4 root word ending 
in: –ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ 
/ed/, –ed /d/  

Week 5 Phase 4 words 
ending in: –s /s/, –s /z/, –
es longer words 

Week 6 Assessment 
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 
FS2  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Term 

Themes   

All About 
me/Once upon 

a time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’s 

celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the 
farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  

 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional  

Self-regulation  

Managing self  

Building 
relationships  

  

  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive 
development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive  relationships with 
adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense 
of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult 
modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported 
interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform 
from which children can achieve at school and in later life.  

Personal, social and emotional development is of upmost importance and is nurtured throughout the year through positive interactions, storytelling, play, sharing 
circles and Jigsaw lessons. We thrive to build each child’s sense of self and confidence to be ready to learn. We encourage children to express and navigate 
themselves within a safe and nurturing environment.   

Our vision for Personal, Social and Emotional Development is that our children leave F1 with a sense of identity and independence, with confidence to try new things 
and have a can-do attitude, be able to self-regulate and know how to express their feelings to others and be able to build and maintain healthy relationships.   
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Term focus  

  

  

Jigsaw - Being Me in My 
World 

Week 1 – Who me? - I 
understand how it feels 
to belong and that we 

are similar and different 

Week 2 - How am I 
feeling today? - I can 
start to recognise and 
manage my feelings 

Week 3- Being at 
school - I enjoy working 

with others to make 
school a good place to 

be. 

Week 4 - Gentle 
hands - I understand 

why it is good to be kind 
and use gentle hands. 

Week 5- Our Rights - I 
am starting to 

understand children’s 
rights and this means 

we should all be allowed 
to learn and play. 

Week 6 - Our 
Responsibilities - I am 

Jigsaw – Celebrating difference. 

Week 1 - What I am 
good at? - I can identify 
something I am good at 

and understand everyone 
is good at different things 

Week 2 - I’m Special, I’m 
Me! - I understand that 

being different makes us 
all special 

Week 3 – Families - I 
know we are all different 

but the same in some 
ways. 

Week 4 - Houses and 
Homes - I can tell you why 
I think my home is special 

to me. 

Week 5 - Making 
Friends - I can tell you 
how to be a kind friend. 

Week 6 - Standing Up 
for Yourself - I know 
which words to use to 

stand up for myself when 
someone says or does 

something unkind. 

Jigsaw – Dreams and goals  

Week 1 - Challenge - 
I understand that if I 

persevere, I can tackle 
challenges. 

Week 2 - Never 
Giving Up - I can tell 

you about a time I didn’t 
give up until I achieved 

my goal. 

Week 3 - Setting a 
goal- I can set a goal 
and work towards it. 

Week 4 - Obstacles 
and Support- I can 

use kind words to 
encourage people. 

Week 5 - Flight to 
the Future - I 

understand the link 
between what I learn 

now and the job I might 
like to do when I’m 

older. 

Week 6- Footprint 
Awards - I can say 

how I feel when I 
achieve a goal and 

Jigsaw- Healthy me  

Week 1 - 
Everybody’s Body - I 
understand that I need 
to exercise to keep my 

body health. 

Week 2- We like to 
move it, move it! - I 

understand how moving 
and resting are good for 

my body. 

Week 3 - Food, 
Glorious Food - I 

know which foods are 
healthy and not so 

healthy and can make 
healthy eating choices. 

Week 4 - Sweet 
Dreams - I know how 

to help myself go to 
sleep and understand 
why sleep is good for 

me. 

Week 5 - Keeping 
Clean - I can wash my 
hands thoroughly and 
understand why this is 
important especially 

Jigsaw -Relationships  

Week 1 – My Family 
and Me - I can identify 
some of the jobs I do in 
my family and how I feel 

like I belong. 

Week 2 - Make 
friends, make 

friends, never ever 
break friends! Part 1 
- I know how to make 
friends to stop myself 
from feeling lonely. 

Week 3 - Make 
friends, make 

friends, never ever 
break friends! Part 2 
- I can think of ways to 

solve problems and stay 
friends. 

Week 4 - Falling Out 
and Bullying Part 1 - 

I am starting to 
understand the impact 

of unkind words. 

Week 5 - Falling Out 
and Bullying Part 2 -I 

Jigsaw – Changing me  

Week 1 - My Body - I 
can name parts of the 

body. 

Week 2 - Respecting 
My Body - I can tell 
you some things I can 
do and foods I can eat 

to be healthy. 

Week 3- . Growing 
Up - I understand that 

we all grow from babies 
to adults. 

Week 4 - Fun and 
Fears Part 1 - I can 

express how I feel about 
moving to Year 1. 

Week 5 - Fun and 
Fears Part 2 - I can 
talk about my worries 
and/or the things I am 

looking forward to about 
being in Year 1. 

Week 6 – 
Celebration - I can 

share my memories of 
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learning what being 
responsible means. 

Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 

the class/boundaries set 

-  
 

 

 

 

 

Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 

the class/boundaries set 

Independence: selecting 
and putting back own 

belongings  

 

know what it means to 
feel proud.  

Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 
the class/boundaries set  

  

  

  

before I eat and after I 
go to the toilet.  

Week 6 - Stranger 
Danger - I know what a 
stranger is and how to 
stay safe if a stranger 

approaches me. 

 Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 
the class/boundaries set    

  

can use Calm Me time 
to manage my feelings. 

Week 6 - Being the 
best friends we can 
be - I know how to be a 

good friend. 

 Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 

the class/boundaries set  

  

  

  

the best bits of this year 
in Reception. 

 Class rules: 
Behavioural expectations in 
the class/boundaries set  

  

    

EYFS Curriculum Overview 
FS2 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 

1  
Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Term Themes   All About 
me/Once upon 

a time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’s 

celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on 
the farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over the 
sea  

 

Physical   

Development   

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally 
throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling 
and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop 
their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and 
emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and 
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Fine Motor skills  

Gross Motor skills  

play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support f rom adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control 
and confidence.  

Physical Development is fostered throughout the year through indoor and outdoor continuous provision and movement activities.  We develop fine motor skills by having a range 
of specific activities set for the children during continuous provision daily. These activities help strengthen the children’s core muscles that they need to use a range of tools 
competently, safely, and confidently and to become a proficient writer. Different tools and malleable materials are provided for the children in continuous prov ision for them to 
continue to develop their fine motor skills.   

We also have daily gross movement activities including flipper flappers and the use of the sensory circuit. These activities help develop large muscles groups, agility, control, 
balance and co-ordination. Children are encouraged to learn skills in the outdoor areas such a climbing, balancing, running and dodging obst acles, throwing, kicking, catching 
and riding a bike with control. We teach children how to work as a team and the importance of good sportsmanship.   

Children are also taught how to live a healthy lifestyle including healthy eating, importance of exercise and how to wash their hands and keep themselves clean. Independence 
when putting on coats, shoes and other outdoor clothing is also encouraged.   

  
  
  
  
 
 
 

   

EYFS Curriculum Overview 
 FS2 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Term 

Themes   

All About 
me/Once upon 

a time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’s 

celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the 
farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  

 

Literacy  

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for 
both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, 
and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding)  and 
the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing)
.  
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Comprehension  

Word Reading  

 Writing  

  
  
  
  
  

Term focus  
  

Literacy is fostered throughout the year though reading high quality texts during taught literacy lessons, daily story time, singing rhymes, discussions, mark making, phonological 
awareness and exploration of different genres of texts i.e. poems, non-fiction text and magazines.   

Our literacy taught sessions are focused on a number of class texts per term which relate to our term themes. We look closely  at what books and different types of text are used for, how 
to hold books properly, engage in extended conversations about stories, learn how to sequence and retell stories and look for rhyme and alliteration in our texts.   

Our ‘Power of Words’ words are specifically chosen from the class texts to extend children’s vocabulary and word meaning. Duel coding is used to help embed the learning of new 
words.   

Our children use mark making and discussions to express their knowledge and understanding of the stories we read. Some children may start to write the initial sounds of some words or 

copy write some words related to the story. We also encourage children to practice their name writing weekly when they are developmentally ready.   
Class texts-   

-The Three little pigs. 
-Three Billy Goats Gruff 
-Gingerbread man 
 
3-4- 
-Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can remember 
much of what happens. 
 
 -Engage in extended 
conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary. 
 
-Use some of their print and 
letter knowledge in their 
early writing. For example: 
writing a pretend shopping 
list that starts at the top of 
the page; writing ‘m’ for 
mummy.  
 
Rec-  
Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important.  
 
-Learn new vocabulary.  
 
-Use new vocabulary 
through the day. 

Class texts-  

- The Gruffalos child 

 - the Jolly Christmas 
postman 

-Repeat words and phrases 
from familiar stories.   

-Ask questions about the book. 
Makes comments and shares 
their own ideas.  

-Develop play around favourite 
stories using props.  

-Add some marks to their 
drawings, which they give 
meaning to. For example: “That 
says mummy.”   

-Make marks on their picture to 
stand for their name.  

  

  

Class texts-  
-Whatever next 
-Beegu 
-Solar systems 
-Roaring rockets (non-
fiction) 
 
 
-Engage in story times. 
 
-Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity 
and understanding.  
 
-Retell the story, once 
they have developed a 
deep familiarity with the 
text, some as exact 
repetition and some in 
their own words 
 
 -Read simple phrases 
and sentences made up 
of words with known 
letter-sound 
correspondences and, 
where necessary, a few 
exception words. 
  

Class texts-  
-The Little Red Hen 
-The Enormous Turnip 
-Olivers vegetables 
  

-Listen to and talk about stories 
to build familiarity and 
understanding.  

-Retell the story, once they 
have developed a deep 
familiarity with the text, some as 
exact repetition and some in 
their own words.  

-Use new vocabulary in 
different contexts. 

- Form lower-case and capital 
letters correctly.  

- Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the 
sound with letter/s. 

 

 Class texts-  
- Supertato 
- A superpower like mine  
- Elliot the midnight 
superhero.   
 

-Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary.  
 
-Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate. 
 
-Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses 
and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their teacher. 
 

Class texts-  
- Lucy and Tom at the seaside 
-Barry the fish with fingers.  
-Pirates love underpants 

 
-Participate in small group, class 
and one-to-one discussions, 
offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary.  
 
-Offer explanations for why things 
might happen, making use of 
recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when appropriate.  
 
-Express their ideas and feelings 
about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses and 
making use of conjunctions, with 
modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

 -Write recognisable letters, most 
of which are correctly formed. 
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- Re-read these books to 
build up their confidence 
in word reading, their 
fluency and their 
understanding and 
enjoyment.  
 
-Form lower-case and 
capital letters correctly 
  
  
  

 

  
-Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed. 

 -Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters.  

-Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others  

 

  

 -Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and representing 
the sounds with a letter or letters.  

-Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others 

  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

   
 

EYFS Curriculum Overview 
 FS2 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Term 

Themes   

All About 
me/Once upon 

a time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’

s celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the 
farm 

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  
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Maths  

Number  

Numerical 

patterns  

  

  
Term focus  

  

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, 
develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 5, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply 
this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and five frames for organizing counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary in math. 
In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their reasoning skills across all areas of math. It is important that children develop positive 
attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.  

Maths is developed through taught sessions and through play in continuous provision both indoor and outdoor. Maths can be seen throughout the environment including maths songs in 
singing time, our open maths area, role play area, literacy area and outdoor area.   

We use Mastery number and White Rose Maths as a basis of the sequence of teaching but also follow children’s interests and abilities.   

  

  

Mastery number 
weeks 1-5 & 6-7 j    

Fridays - Space, 
shape and measure 
- Talk about and 
explore 2D and 3D 
shapes (for example, 
circles, rectangles, 
triangles and cuboids) 
using informal and 
mathematical language: 
‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

  

  

 Mastery Number 
weeks 8-10 – 11- 

Fridays - Space, 
shape and measure - 
Select, rotate, and 
manipulate shapes to 
develop spatial reasoning 
skills. 

-Compose and 
decompose shapes so 
that children recognise a 
shape can have other 
shapes within it, just as 
numbers can. 

 

 

Mastery Number 
Weeks 10-15 -  

Fridays- Space, 
shape and measure - 
Continue, copy, and 
create repeating 
patterns. 

 

Mastery number weeks 
16-20 

Fridays - Space, shape 
and measure - Compare 
length, weight, and 
capacity. 

 

 

Mastery Number 
weeks 21-25 

Fridays -Space, 
shape and measure - 
Compare length, weight, 
and capacity. 

 

 

Mastery Number 
weeks 26-31 

Fridays- Space, 
shape and measure - 
Compare length, weight, 
and capacity. 
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EYFS Curriculum Overview 
FS2  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
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Term Themes   All About 
me/Once upon 

a time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’s 

celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the 
farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  

 

Understanding the 

world  

Past and present  

People, culture and 
communities  

The natural world  

  

  

Term focus  
  
  
  

  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their 
knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In 
addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As 
well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later 
reading comprehension.  

We develop Understanding the world through high quality discussions and interactions throughout the year. History, Science, G eography and Religion and world views are all embedded 
within understanding the world.   

We base our Understanding the world learning around our class text and cultural and historical events throughout the year i.e. Remembrance Day, Christmas, Chinese New Year and Easter 
etc. We also take our children’s cultural backgrounds into consideration when planning Understanding the world learning and activities.   

We base our learning of the natural world around the changing seasons and weather. We use our outdoor area to embed the learning through hands on learning and activities in continuous 
provision.     
Science – 

-Through our class text 
The Three Little Pigs 
we can begin to different 
homes and where we 
live.  We will also look at 
the different materials 
the pigs use to make 
their houses.  

- Understand the effect 
of changing seasons on 
the natural world around 
them (Autumn) 

 Science-  

- Use all their senses in 
hands-on exploration of 
natural materials (ice – 
freezing and melting)  

-Talk about what they see, 
using a wide vocabulary.  

-Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around them 
(winter)  

Science-  

-Explore how things 
work.  

-Explore and talk about 
different forces they can 
feel.  (We will look at how 
rockets work and 
different surfaces for a 
moon buggy to drive on)  

-Light and dark  

Geography-  

Geography/Science-  

-Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants 
(growing fruit and vegetables 
and how to look after animals 
on a farm) 

-Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around them 
(spring) 

Science-  

-Recap freezing and melting. 

-Magnetic forces. 

Geography-  

-Begin to understand the 
need to respect and care for 
the natural environment and 
all living things.  

History-  

Geography/science-  

-Begin to understand the 
need to respect and care for 
the natural environment and 
all living things.  

  

Science-   

-Explore collections of 
materials with similar and/or 
different properties.  
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- Daily weather   

RW-   

-Make connections 
between the features of 
their family and other 
families.   

-Notice differences 
between people.  

-Continue developing 
positive attitudes about 
the differences between 
people [ 

 History-  

-Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 
family’s history. 

- Recount the journey of 
the characters in the 
books.   

 Geography-   

- Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which they live.   

 

Geography-  

- Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in which 
they live (Compare colder 
climate (Alaska/Antarctica) 
countries to our own) 

History-   

Remembrance day  

  

RW-  

Christmas  

Diwali  

  

  

-Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary.   

- Look at the contrasting 
environments between 
Earth and Mars.  

History-  

- Understand the past 

through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books 
read in class and 
storytelling. (We will look 
at the history of space 
travel and Research Neil 
Armstrong) 

-Know some similarities 
and differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what 

has been read in class. 

RW-  

-Know some similarities 
and differences between 
different religious and 
cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on 
their experiences and 
what has been read in 

History-  

- Understand the key features 
of the life cycle of a plant and 
an animal.  (Look at the 
lifecycle of a chicken.) 

RW-  

-We will look at the Easter 
story.  

   

  

- Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society (real life 
superheroes)  

  

  

  

   

  

-Talk about differences 
between materials and 
changes they notice. 

-Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around 
them(summer)   

  

Geography-  

-Know that there are 
different countries in the 
world and talk about the 
differences they have 
experienced or seen in 
photos.  

-Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in which 
they live.  

  

RW/Geography-  

-Explain some similarities 
and differences between life 
in this country and life in 
other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
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- Maps – create a simple 
map of the gingerbread 
mans journey.  

class (Chinese New 
Year)   

fiction texts and (when 
appropriate) maps.  

  

  

  
  

EYFS Curriculum Overview 
FS2  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Term 

Themes   

All About 
me/Once upon 

a time 

Winter 
wonderland/Let’s 

celebrate 

Out of this 
world  

 

Down on the farm 

  

We are all 
Heroes 

 

Under and over 
the sea  

 

Expressive arts and 
design  

  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Term focus  
  

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling 
them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-
expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating 
what they hear, respond to and observe.  
Give children an insight into new musical worlds. Encourage children to listen attentively to music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops.   
  
Expressive arts and design is developed through exploration of a variety of materials, tools and techniques. We experiment wi th colour, design, texture, form and function. Music, Art and 
Design and Technology are embedded within expressive arts and design.   
The children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through music, art and design.    
  
Our children’s imaginations are fostered in our open small world area where they can use the resources to create and develop complex stories, make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ 
with blocks and construction kits, such as a farm, city or a park.   
  
Our children are encouraged to be creative and use our junk modelling area freely to create their ideas by joining different materials and media together using the different tools available.   
  
We have daily singing time where the children can learn new songs and we also have a stage area and musical instruments openly available in our outdoor area where children can express 
themselves through music and reenact or make up their own songs.   
  
We learn about a different artist every term and try to recreate some of their work. We also have a design and technology projects which is focused on some of the learning we will be doing 
throughout that term.   
    

 Art- Van Gogh –  

Focus: Drawing/Painting   
Skills: Use of different media, observation, mark-making, 
colour mixing  
Outcome: Self-portrait   

 Art- Jackson Pollock – 

Focus- Drawing and painting.  
Skills: Range of media, knowledge of lines and mark-
making, colour mixing  

 Art- Alfred Wallis –  
Focus- Collage  
Skills: Mixing colours, selecting and combining 
materials, joining materials  
Outcome: Seascape considering colour and texture  
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D&T- Food technology – Make gingerbread men 

using different ingredients and techniques. 

D&T - Structures - Building on junk modelling 

knowledge, to create a bridge for the Billy goats to cross 
safely.  

Outcome: Piece of art inspired by lines and shapes found 
in artwork studied  

D&T- Mechanisms – create a sliding mechanism picture 

of a rocket. Children will develop their cutting and joining 
skills.  

D&T – Food Technology – children will research 

healthy foods, design, and create a healthy fruit salad. 
Children will develop their chopping skills.    

D&T- Textiles – Design and make a superhero mask 

from felt and other materials. Children will develop their 
planning and joining skills including threading.  

D&T – Structures – Design and make a boat that is 

suitable to float on water. Children will use their scientific 
knowledge about properties of materials to design and 
make a boat that is waterproof and floats.   

 

Music- 

Exploring sounds -
Exploring how to use our 
voice and bodies to make 
sounds, experimenting with 
tempo and dynamic when 
playing instruments and 
identifying sounds in the 
environment.  

 

Music- 

Celebration music- 
Learning about the music 
from a range of cultural and 
religious celebrations, 
including Diwali, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa and Christmas. 

 

Music- 

Music and movement- 
Creating simple actions to 
songs, learning how to move 
to a beat and expressing 
feelings and emotions 
through movement to music. 

Music- 

Musical Stories- A unit 

based on traditional 
children’s tales and songs, 
where pupils learn that 
music and instruments can 
be used to convey moods or 
represent characters.  

 

Music- 

Transport – Using their 
voices, bodies and 
instruments to explore 
different types of transport, 
identify and mimic transport 
sounds and interpret and 
perform a simple score.   

Music- 

Big Band – Learning about 
the four different groups of 
musical instruments, 
following a beat using an 
untuned instrument and 
performing a practised song 
to a small audience. 

  
  
  

 

 

 


